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Copies of each of the above references together with Form 1449 are submitted 
herewith. 

As of the date of mailing of this Information Disclosure Statement, a first Office 
Action on the merits has not been received in connection with this application, and 
therefore, this Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 
§1. 97(b)(3), and no fee is necessary. 

All claims of the application are submitted to be patentable over the teachings 
of the above references, taken singly or in combination. Early consideration of the 
application is therefore respectfully requested. 

Submitted by, 


'^aM \la^p4^ (Reg. No. 27.841) 


HILL & SAMPSON 
A Professional Corporation 
85th Floor - Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312/876-0200 - Ext. 3844 
Attorneys for Applicant(s). 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as First Class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on May 4. 2000 . 



'BRETT A. VALfQUET 
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